
 
E-MAIL USED AS EVIDENCE TO TERMINATE PHIL LESTMANN 

 
Praise the Lord!  The light is finally getting shined on the darkness at Bryan College.  Here is a link to an 
article in Town Hall by Mike Adams.  (Adams wrote the article “The King at Bryan College” in 
2014.)  Please blast this out all over the internet.  We need everyone to know about the crooks 
running Bryan College.   
 
https://townhall.com/columnists/mikeadams/2017/06/02/inherit-the-windfall-n2335089 
 
What was the official Bryan response to the revelations in Wayne Cropp’s resignation materials?  I have 
attached that here for you to read.  Can anyone spell c-o-v-e-r-u-p?  Caught with their hands in the 
cookie jar, the best the leadership (I use that word rather cautiously) can come up with is a 
transparently-phony denial of any wrongdoing.  The claim that they had consulted legal and financial 
advisors is simply not true.  SDL has a history of distorting truth to suit his purposes.  He will get away 
with this no longer. 
 
What is brewing behind the scenes?  Here is what some of us are looking at: 
 

1. Official complaint form for non-profits filed against BC for plundering NACA of camp 
property.  The very conflict of interest Mike Adams has written about. 

2. Official complaint form to SACS, Bryan’s accrediting agency, about violations of their 
standards—particularly the improper relationship of the CEO with the board. 

3. Online petition by alumni demanding Livesay’s and Delana Bice’s resignations for improper 
conduct. 

4. Taking out full- or half-page ad in Chattanooga Times-Free Press echoing online petition. 
 
Problem with the last item is the cost:  about $10K for full-page ad.  Any ideas about how to fund this? 
 
Will send a follow-up note to this.  We need to pray for repentance on the part of the Bryan 
leadership.  They cannot escape the truthfulness that has now been exposed. 
 
Phil 

 
PHIL LESTMANN’S POINTS TO EXPLAIN THE LETTER’S CONTEXT 

 
First, concerning the e-mail that got me fired: 

• That was a private e-mail from my home computer sent to the prayer group privately.  I do not 
know how the college obtained it.  Although it may not have been technically illegal, I consider 
their means of acquiring it to be ethically dubious. 

• The prayer group was started in the fall of 2014 when I asked myself why the Lord was not 
acting to correct what I perceived to be egregious evil carried out by the college leadership.  It 
hit me that maybe He was waiting for some of us to get serious about praying for the college 
and His Name.  It was never intended to be a “political action committee,” a mob of rabble-
rousers, or an “opposition group.” We were praying for Bryan College to be healed and restored 
from what we perceived as great evil.  We wanted God to be glorified above all.  We could have 

https://townhall.com/columnists/mikeadams/2017/06/02/inherit-the-windfall-n2335089


hardly accomplished that if we had descended into fleshly desires for retaliation, revenge, or 
harm to come to those with whom we disagreed. 

• What triggered the active opposition (not to Bryan College but to its leadership), expressed in 
the “marching orders” e-mail was the resignation of trustee Wayne Cropp and the release of 
both his resignation letter and his explanatory addendum.  It was Mr. Cropp’s desire that these 
be widely disseminated.  He sent them to the faculty leadership, and he desired for all the 
faculty to see them.  The Bryan administration, of course, would have never allowed such 
documents to be sent to the faculty via Bryan’s e-mail system.  I received a hardcopy of Mr. 
Cropp’s documents from him in person and was given license from him to distribute them 
wherever I wished.  To make sense of my call to action in the e-mail, one must read Mr. Cropp’s 
documents. 

• With Mr. Cropp’s documents, we finally had undeniable evidence of Dr. Livesay’s unethical, if 
not downright illegal, behavior, board chair Delana Bice’s interference with proper board 
function, and the failure of Dr. Livesay to advance the college financially.  My belief is that an 
objective reading of these documents would raise serious questions about both Dr. Livesay’s 
moral integrity and his competence as a leader.  My challenge to anyone who believes Stephen 
Livesay to be a great spiritual leader is to read those documents and see whether that belief 
remains unshaken. 

• I confess to using intemperate language with the word “crooks.”  Remember that this was going 
to a private group, most of whom felt that way about the administration.  Crook is a slang term 
for someone who has either broken the law or has acted unethically toward others.  A careful 
reading of the e-mail shows that I was not wanting my language to be posted anywhere, only 
Mr. Cropp’s documents and the link to the Mike Adams article.  I have never publicly or privately 
disparaged the college as an institution.  I have, obviously, privately been critical of the college 
leadership.  It was to redeem the college from this leadership that I took the step of writing the 
e-mail. 

• How serious and damaging we perceived Mr. Cropp’s documents to be can be assessed by our 
moves to file formal complaints with Bryan’s accrediting agency (SACS) and with the State of 
Tennessee.  Again, we were not seeking at all to hurt the school but rather to rectify a grievous 
situation which the administration and board of trustees refused even to acknowledge, let alone 
address. 

• My role in all this was to act as a conduit of information via private e-mails and to encourage 
continual prayer.  There were many alums who actually put the marching orders into effect 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


